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HE Tithe * the following Speech promiſes ſo 
diſtant a 

prove impertinent than Lern We could have 

wiſh'd, indeed, that, inſtead of a Thouſand Tears hente; 

we bad bad it in our Power to congratulate the Public 

with its having happened one thouſand Part of the Time 


ſooner : But as ſome C onſolation for ſo remote an Expec- 


tation, we can aſſure them, with the greateſt Appear- 
nnce of Credibility, that the ſaid Speech will then and 
there be delivered, without the Variation of a Titth, it 
being the Production of a Gentleman, grown old in the 
Study of the Stars, and who has acquired ſo great a 
Reputation for his Predictions, as they are become a 


Law among his Acquaintazce, and may be depended on 


with much greater Certainty than either Nixon's, Mo- 


ther Shipton's, or the hole Poſſee of Almanack=Ma- 
kers. 
We 


Jope, that 0 ſome is will rather. 
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We are not ſages, however, from the Diſcredit 
which Aſtrology labours under at preſent, and more eſpe- 
cially conſidering the Infidelity of the Age we live in, that 
the Number of Believers will be but ſmall, who will 
be aft to hook on ſuch a Diſtance of Time as equiva- 
knt to never, and conſequently the Public as impoſed 
upon, by preſenting them with a Speech which wit 


never be ſpoken. 


Thoſe who entertain ſuch an Opinion, muſt have no 
very favourable one of Majeſty. For our Parts, we 
ſhall not be aſhamed to declare, ae believe the direct 


contrary, and That as firmly as wwe do any Article of 
Faith whatever, Tantum ſufficit. 


THE 
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THE 


KIN G's Moſt Gracious Speech 


A THousanD VEARSs Hence, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


T has been uſual with almoſt all my Predeceſſors, through a long 
Tract of Ages, to have what is commonly called the K——g's 
Speech, drawn up by the Miniſters, — after wards conſider- 

4 ed in Council in order to its being eccho'd back from the 
hrone. 


I make my firſt Appearance among you with a Reſolution to depart 
from a Cuſtom I apprehend to be injurious to Majeſty. I will not ad- 
dreſs myſelf to you as a Puppet, in the Words of others, but as a 
K——4g ſhould, in the Royal Sentiments of his own Heart: Not in 
an artful Speech dreſs'd up by the Counſel of a few; but in ſuch 
plain Language as the general Knowledge I have of Affairs ſhall ſug- 

eſt to me, that I may have the Senſe of my whole People upon it. 
ir there be leſs Exatineſs in extempore Diſcourſes, you generally 
have more of the Heart. I have heard many a noble and affecting 
Harangue, in both Houſes of Parliament, ſpoke directly to the Point 
in Debate; and I believe you will think, that a K——g ought rather 

to /et than follow Example. | 
Many 
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Many of you ſeemed ſurpriſed when I told you my Intentions on 
this Head, as never having given any Room to ſuſpect I would devi- 
ate from the uſual Form while I held only the Rank of a Subject. I 
will own to you I kept my Sentiments to myſelt: I tound my Royal 
Father, of glorious Memory, acted — Principles of Government 


widely different from thoſe 1 had imbib'd; and I did not hope the 
Authority of a Son was likely to prevail over that of a Father. You 
ſee the Reaſon of my Silence; but I promiſe you I will now be as 
open as betore I was reſerved; and if the doing this ſhould carry me 
into a greater Length than is cuſtomary on ſuch Occaſions, I hope it 
will not be unacceptable ro you, inaſmuch as it is very eſſential to 
the People, that they ſhould be made to know (once in his Life ar 
leaſt) What Stamp of Policy the Prince bears, who is appointed to 
rule over them; that if he diſcovers a Fund of good Principles, 
they may rejoice; it otherwiſe, that they may be guarded againſt 
them. 


I will tell you than ſome of my Notions of Government, without 
obſerving any other Method or Order, but as they ſhall happen to oc- 
cur to my Memory. | | 


In the firſt Place, I look upon the End of all Government to be 
the Good of the Governed, that is the People; and hold our Form of 
Government in particular ro be of moſt excellent Contrivance, 
compoſed, like other Pieces of Mechaniſm, of different Parts, all di- 
ſtinct from each other, yet all conſpiring to give a regular, uniform 
Motion to the whole Syſtem. The three Powers that conſtitute it, 
are admirable Checks upon each other; the ſecond ſerving as a 
Check upon the third, and both as a Check upon the firſt. Some of 
our ancient Authors have very honeſtly and conſiſtently contended for 
a Conſtitutional Independency ; that is, ſuch a Freedom of Motion as 
takes from any of the Powers the compelling Property they may have 
gained over the others, contrary to the true Intention of it. Others 
again have as ſhamefully pleaded for a corrupt Dependency, which 
abſolutely renders the Powers ſo dependent uſeleſs for the Time being, 
and would infallibly deſtroy the Conſtitution in Time to come, if this 
dangerous Doctrine were ſuffered to grow into a Maxim. I have al- 
ways held ſuch flaviſh Writers in Abhorrence, and I truſt I always 
ſhall. It ſhall ever be my Pride to conſult my Parliament, and often; 

and 


| 


(7) 


and what is more, I ſhall ſcorn to purchaſe a Senator as you would the 
Smiles of a Wanton ; I ſhould bluſh to have a Majority of my Ser- 
vants in Office, inſtead of my independent Subjects in the Country. 


All Inſtitutions, however exactly deſigned, I'm ſenſible are liable 
to Corruption; and none that hear me I believe will ſay that our Con- 
ſtitution is free from it. I can ſee, at leaſt, it is much the worſe for 
Wear.—I can ſee many Errors I could with — and which I 
ſhall make it the Study and Glory of my Reign to rectify. I would 
not, methinks, have ſo fair a Fabric moulder away, though abſolute 
Rule, under a Military Force, were raiſed on its Ruins. 


This you will think extraordinary 2 from my Mouth; but 
if there never was ſuch a Thing in Fact as a Royal Patriot, it is Time 
to give the World an Example.—Bur let me proceed. 


In my Opinion, a mix'd or limited Government, that is degenera- 
ted, is tar more oppreſſive than the moſt abſolute that is well admini- 
ſter d. Under the former, the People pay their Taxes chearfully ; 
nay, I believe, more in Proportion than under the moſt abſolute Mo- 
narch in his moſt laviſh Demands : And why? From this ſingle Con- 
fideration ; becauſe they imagine they are aſſeſſed by their own Con- 
ſent: Bur if they ſhould be taxed on ever "1B Pretence for 
any long Continuance ; and ſhould wicked Combinations and Collu- 
ſions of every Sort be added to drain them of their Wealth, then the 
would have that Satisfaction no longer to boaſt of, and muſt neceſſari- 
ly ſeek a Remedy in themſelves, which is what, God willing, and 
your Aſſiſtance, I would prevent. 


I come now to mention thoſe three mighty W ords, which have proved 
a kind of Magic to former Princes; I mean, Favourites, Power and Am- 
bition. As to Favourites, I conteſs I am greatly ſcandalized, and a- 
ſhamed in looking into paſt Times, to find that Princes have been ſo 
groſly miſled and impoſed upon by them: For my Part, I am deter- 
mined not to be in the Leading-ſtrings of any Man whatever, neither 
will I be made the Inſtrument only of thoſe Acts of Government, 
which Subordination requires thould paſs through the Hands of Mini- 
ſters. If I am to be the Sun, I will not be indebted to other ſub- 
ordinate Bodies for Heat. It I am the Principal, I will not act an infe- 


rior Part, It I am the Subſtance, I will nor be the Shadow, I ow 
wi 
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wiſh too to ſee all odious Diſtinctions among us aboliſhed, that I might 
be the Father of all my People. 


As to Power and Ambition, they are either good or bad Inſtruments 
in the Hands of Princes, according to the Ends they are directed to. 
All Power derived from Force, or Artifice, is delutive ; it will be op- 
poſed where it may, and be thaken off where it can. I look upon that 
Power alone to be depended on which is tounded in the Hearts of the 
Subject, and that Ambition alone laudable, which has for its Ob- 
ject the Weltare of Mankind; Power or Ambition, on any other 
Terms, is falſe Power, and falſe Ambition, and ſuch as has coſt many 
a King his Crown. For my Part, I proteſt to you I'm fo little deſi- 
rous oft that law leſs and unnatural fort of Power, that I will at any 
time ſpare you ſome of my Prerogative tor ſome of your Confidence. 
I will have no Kindred but my People: I will have no Inquietudes 
but their Welfare: I will be jealous of nothing but their Affections: 
There is my Fortreſs: There is my real Strength: There my real Se- 
curity, my real Glory, my only Felicity. Does it require any great 
Portion of Wiſdom to determine me in the Choice? 


As to my Coronation-Oath, be aſſured I will be as choice of it as 
of the Apple of my Eye. A Violation of that is the ſevereſt of all 
 Reproaches ; for what can carry a more infamous Idea than a perju- 
red Prince, that levels himſelf with a common Knight of the Poſt ? 


I may miſtake myſelf, but I do not know that I have any public 
Vices; and, therefore, whatever private Frailties I may have in com- 
mon with my Subjects, there will be this Satisfaction, there will be 
no Danger that the indulging of theſe will be at the Expence of the 
Public; for I am ſenſible nothing is more common than for wicked 
Minifters to facrifice'to a Prince's private Failings, that they may be 
the better able to compaſs ſome public Wrong. 1 5 


look upon it, that a few wiſe Maxims invariably adhered to, are 
ſufficient to make a Common- wealth flouriſh, as we ſee in the Dutch 
and Venetian States. Our Navy and our Commerce are like ſome Plants 
I have read of, which dwindle to nothing when kept aſunder, but pre- 
ſerve their Vigour when united. Let us not divide them then; long 
may they flourith together : We certainly cannot give too much En- 
couragement to the one, nor too much Protection to the other: This 
is the Source of our Riches ; that the Bulwark of our Safety. There 
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is one grand Error appears to me to have run through moſt of our 
former Politics with regard to foreign Affairs: We ſeem very much to 
have acted the Part of the Buſy Body ; who, from a ſtrange Itch to 
meddle with other People's Concerns, very often create Miſunder- 
ſtandings between his beſt Friends, and is always laugh'd at, to his 
Coſt, by his Enemies: Whereas, I think we ſhould never be too for- 
ward in acceding to Alliances or Guarantees, or engaging in foreign 
Wars, but ſhould rather wait till invited thereto, and that preſſingly 
by our Neighbours the Dutch ; who, as they muſt be always neareſt 
the Danger, are the beſt Judges when ſuch Alliances, or ſuch Gua- 
rantees, or ſuch Wars are neceſſary. Policy not founded on Wiſdom 
and Honeſty, is only another Name for knaviſh, low Cunning ; and 
I would much rather that my Government ſhould be famous for the 
former than the latter. I am a great Lover too of ſteady Councils. 
In fine, I am for having Government, as well as Religion, in its na- 
tive Purity ; for Religion, or Government, ſupported by Trick and 
Impoſture, reflects Dithonour on God and King, and brings the Inſti- 
tutions themſelves into Contempt; the Conſequence of which is Li- 
centiouſneſs, Immorality, Sedition, and all that can be horrible to 


Society. 


The laſt Conſideration of Royalty is Pomp. I will keep up the 
Decency of it, but not amuſe myſelf with the Fopperies of State. 
By the one, a Prince makes uſe of as much as is neceſſary to preſerve 
Dignity, which deſerves Commendation : By the other, he ſhews 
himſelt capable of being affected by Outſide, which is mean and ridi- 


culous. 


But after all my fine Profeſſions, perhaps ſome among you that 
know how eaſy it is to make them, and direct others to act differently, 
may have your Doubts about you. I am ſenſible I have read of 
Princes who may have promiſed as fair as myſelf, bur afterwards have 
taken Care to give the Miniſter his Cue more agreeable to his real 
Thoughts. I deſire you, however, to believe this ſhall never be the 
Caſe with me. If ever I am found acting upon different Principles 
from what I have advanced, I give you Leave to quote my Words to 


my own Confuſion. 


The Freedom of ene the Liberty of the Subject, and Freedom of 
U 


the Preſs,are indeed ſuch important Privileges thata Houſe of Parliament 
B would. 
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would be mere Cyphers without them! As theſe are the eternal Enemies of 
the Guilty, ſo theſe are the only Perſons have Occaſion to dread them; and 
therefore the only Perſons that will take every Method to undermine them. 
If you abule them as public Men, they are galled : If you charge them 
with ever ſo many Faults as private Men, they are fo Scandal Proof they 
can laugh at them all. Let us ſuppoſe, on the other Hand, that, by an 
Abuſe of theſe Privileges, they ſhould happen to injure an innocent Man; 
is it not better that he ſhould ſuffer awhile, as a Particular, than that any 
the leaſt Reſtraint ſhould be laid upon them, whereby the whole Com- 
munity would be Sufferers ? | 


But let us paſs from Maxim to the preſent Poſture of Affairs: We are 
engaged in a juſt and neceſſary War, which I am ſorry to ſay does not 
ſeem to have been carried on with that Spirit and Vigour it ought, 
and might have been. There has not been wanting the Sinews of War ; 
liberal Aids have been granted, but hitherto to little Purpoſe : We have 
exhauſted ourſelves without weakening the Enemy : The national Intereſt 
ſeems to have been greatly neglected, if not ſacrificed to foreign Conſide- 
rations; and what is as deplorable, we have loſt roo the Confidence of our 
molt natural Friends, inſomuch that we are derided at Home! and diſ- 
trulted, if not deſpiſed, Abroad ! From a well-nigh fatal Partiality even 

Allegiance and Loyalty ſeem tottering : Theſe are untoward Circum- 
ſtances: Now what is to be done to remedy theſe Evils? How ſhall we 
put an honourable End to the War? how recover the Friendſhip of our 
ancient Allies? how check the Progreſs of our ambitious Neighbours? or 
how conciliate the Minds of the People? I'll tell you in a few Words 
. We muſt firſt redreſs and reconcile at Hume before we ſhall be able to per- 
ſuade or conquer Abroad. Let us make our haughty Mercenaries know 
themſelves 4 let us ſet heartily about the Work ot Juſtice z let us enquire 
into the Conduct of evil Counſellors; let us enact good and wholeſome 
Laws, and repeal ſuch as ſhall be found to be oppreſſive : In a Word, 
let us reſtore the Conſtitution to its true Vigour; then let us act, not with 
halt, but with our whole Force, and I will anſwer, whether in our Ne- 
otiations of Peace, or Operations of War, that all will terminate in the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Nation. 


Theſe are ſome of my public Sentiments 3 there are others that do not 
deſerve leſs to be attended to; but thoſe I will leave to Afton and not 
Words; in the mean Time I think proper to tell you, I have directed a 
more powerful Protection of our Trade, as well as more vigorous Mea- 

| ſures, 


ſures, both in the Mediterranean and the Weſt Indics ; and do not doubt a 
your Concurrence and Support. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


I have ordered the proper Eſtimates to be laid before you.] do aſſure 
you I deſire no more Taxes than what are abſolutely neceſſary for che 

blic Service, and no more Tax-gatherers than are barely nece 
to collect them. You will agree with m e, I imagine, that we ought to 
be at as little Charge as poſſible in the Collection, inaſmuch, as the Taxes 
being burthenſome in themſelves, we ſhould not create a greater Burthen 
in the Multiplicity of Tax-gatherers, My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I do not want you to hurry the Seflion—Let all go on in due Order 
Grievances firſt, and then the Supplies As to the Reſt, I recommend 
Unanimity in all your Deliberations. 


The Humble Addreſs of the Right E 
rable the Lords Spiritual . F 
in Parliament aſſembled. 


Die Martis 26 Novembris, 2743. 


Meſi Gracious Sovereign, 


I | E Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects 4 Lords Spi- 

ritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, are ſo affected wih 
the unuſual and laudable Manner in which you have been pleaſed to ex- 
plain yourſelf to us, that it is with a Mixture of the utmoſt Joy and Sure 
priſe, we beg Leave to return your. Majeſty our ſincere and humble 
Thanks for your truly molt gracious Speech from the Throne. 


We perfectly agree with your Majeſty, that i it is of great n to 
the People to be made acquainted, with the pohtica} Complection of a 
Prince (once in his Reign at leaſt) who is born to rule over them; and 
*tis an inexpreſſible Pleaſure to us ” find, that your Majeſty does not 

2 content 
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content yourſelf with general Profeſſions, but is pleaſed to deſcend into 
ſuch eſſential Particulars, as cannot fail to endear you to all your Sub- 
jects, as they cannot but look upon this as an Event rather to be wiſhed 
than hoped for: An Event that could only exiſt in Theory, and never 
be brought into Practice, | 


© Your Majeſty's excellent Definition of Government will be ever grate- 
fully remembered, as well as the juſt Diſtinction you have been pleaſed 
to make of the conſtitutional Independency of the three Branches of the 
Loegiſlature; the Pride your Majeſty will take in often conſulting your 
Parliament, affords a moſt glorious Proſpect to theſe Kingdoms: Nor 
is the truly Royal Diſdain you expreſs with Regard to that Part of its 
Members enjoying Places, one of the leaſt Prefages of its Happineſs. | 


We acknowledge with your Majeſty, that the Conſtitution is not free 
from Corruption : We are ſenſible of the Errors that are crept into it, 
and ſhall be proud to co-operate with your Majeſty in the Redreſs of 
them. It is with Hearts full of Joy and Gratitude that we obſerve 
your Majeſty's generous Contempt of abſolute Rule under a military 
Force; nor are we leſs affected at the tender and truly fatherly Concern you 
expreſs for the heayy Burthens your People labour under, as well as with 
your Deteſtation of thoſe ſiniſter Ways too often made a Handle of to 
continue and encreaſe them; and which your Majeſty juſtly obſerves 
would, in the End, force them to ſeek a Remedy in themſelves : But, 
thank Providence, and your Majeſty's moſt truly and moſt gracious De- 
claration of providing one yourſelf, we are no longer in Danger of ſuch 


alarming Extremities. 


Your Majeſty has expreſſed yourſelf ſo emphatically on theſe three in- 
toxicating Words, Favourites, Power and Ambition, and which ſo many 
of our Princes have felt the fatal Effects of; that we can only admire, 
without adding any Thing to what has been ſaid on thoſe important 
Heads. The 3 with which you ſpeak of your Prerogative, and 
the Manner in which you ſpeak to your Pabote, are at once ſo gracious 
and affectionate, as ſhew you a Father as well as a King; as ſhew you 


truly Wiſe as well as Good. 


; The Senſe your Majeſty entertains of your Coronation Oath is perfectly 
juſt ; and we are throughly perſuaded of your maintaining it inviolably. 


Many 
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Many have been the Inſtances in former Times of Minifters making 
the Frailties of their Royal Maſters ſubſervient to their own wicked Pur- 
poſes ; and we are not a little ſatisfied ro obſerve, that this can never be 
_ Majeſty's Caſe, inaſmuch as your public Principles, being ſo truly 

irtuous, it, is impoſſible that theſe, and private Paſſions of a vicious 
Nacure, ſhould ever grow in one Garden together. 


The wiſe Maxims your Majeſty has ſuggeſted to us, are ſuch as are 
capable of making any Nation Great and Happy, and we will do all that 
in us lies to eſtabliſh them into Practice, h | | 


Your Majeſty has expreſſed yourſelf with ſo much Moderation with 
Regard to the Pomp of Royalty, that we do not know which to admire 
moſt : Your Greatneſs of Soul therein, or the Philoſophy of it; and we 
beg Leave to add, that nothing can be a more certain Indication ofa nar- 
row Mind, than to be captivated by out-ſide Shew. 


The Profeſſions your Majeſty has been pleaſed to make us, bear ſuch 
genuine Marks of honeſt Truth flowing from the Heart, that it were the 
higheſt Injuſtice and Ingratitude to doubt the Sincerity of them ; and we 
further aſſure your Majeſty, that we will never believe, that a Prince of 
the magnanimous Principles you have diſcovered, can be capable of fo 
mean a Preyarication, as to do that by private Direction, which he him- 


ſelf had juſt before openly diſavowed. 


Your Majeſty has ſet forth the Neglects of the War, as well as of the 
national Intereſt, in ſuch ſtrong Terms, and pointed out the Cauſes, as 
well as ſo effectual a Method to redreſs all our public Grievances and Mis- 
fortunes, that we ſhould deſervedly forfeit the Name of Britons if we 
were not ready with Heart and Hand to contribute to fo ſalutary a Work: 
And accordingly, after our moſt ſincere and reiterated Acknowledgments 
for the tender Concern you have every where expreſſed of the Public, we 
conclude, with aſſuring your Majeſty, that our Proceedings and Reſolu- 
tions ſhall be ſolely directed to the attaining thoſe great and deſireable 
Ends, and are fully determined to ſtand by, and defend your Majeſty and 


. Government againſt all your Enemies, 


The 
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The Humble Addreſs of the Honourable 
the Houſe of Commons. 


Die Martis 300 Novembris, 2743. 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign! 


E Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects the Commons 
of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, with an unuſual Satiſ- 
faction of Mind, beg Leave to return your Majeſty our ſincereſt Thanks 
for your Majeſty's molt. gracious Speech from the Throne: A Speech 
ſo new, ſo admirable, to benevolent in its Kind, as does Honour to the 
Royal Dignity, reflects the higheſt Glory on your Majeſty, and opens a 
Proſpect of the greateſt Happineſs and Proſperity to theſe Nations, that 
Government is capable of beſtowing. 


In other States they uſually make their own Intereſts the ſole Guide of 
their Policies: We have too often rather purſued the Intereſts of others 
than our own 3 too frequently likewiſe has the Conteſt been in former 
Times between Prince and People ; and while the one endeavoured to make 
the other his Slaves, he was always made the Dape of other Princes ; for 
-where Diſſentions of this Nature fubſiſt, foreign Powers muſt be courted 
in Caſe of Accidents ; and foreign Powers always know how to make the 
moſt of them: But by your Majeſty's truly great and wiſe Conduct, it 
is with Pleaſure we obſerve, that we have none of thoſe Evils to appre- 
hend ; nor will your Majeſty be expoſed to that mean Dependance on 


others, which too many of your Anceſtors have ſubmitted to, fo highly 


to their Diſhonour as Kings of Great Britain. 


What, indeed, may we not expect from a Prince who profeſſes, that 


he will not govern by Wil, but Love? Not by the crooked Rules of 
modern Policy, but by the plain Path of Honeſty and Common Senſe ? 


This ſingle Maxim is ſufficient to ſhew ambitious Princes their Error ; 
and we are fully perſuaded, that there is more intrinſic Power in your 


Majeſty's Speech than in any Number of Men whatever raiſed by an in- 
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fluenced mercenary Majority; and we believe we are not miſtaken if we 
further add, that the Words contained in it, will carry an Army in every 
Letter to your Majeſty's Enemies abroad; as they will create more At- 
tection in the Hearts of your Subjects at home, than all the languid Com- 
mon-place Congratulations from Magna Charta to this Day. 


In fine, the Senſe we have of your Majeſty's Goodneſs and Wiſdom is 
inexpreſſible; and to follow your Majeſty thro? all your excellent Diſ- 
tinctions, judicious Remarks, and fatherly Condeſcentions, were to ſwell 
our Addreſs into a Volume. 


Your Maj-ſty, therefore, will permit your faithful Commons to con- 
clude, with aſſuring your Majeſty, that we will, with the greateſt Ala- 
crity and Readinels, fer about thoſe Great and National Points menti- 
oned in your molt gracious Speech; and as you have ſhewn yourſelf a true 
Prince, we will likewiſe ſhew ourſelves a true Houſe of Commons : We 
will caſt out the Unclean from among us; we will manifeſt to the World 
the Integrity of our Hearts, and the Purity of our Hands; we will alſo 
grant ſuch Supplies as ſhall be tound neceflary for carrying on the War 
with the greateſt Vigour; and further will endeavour, in all our Delibe- 
rations, to ſhew that we have nothing ſo much at Heart, as the Redreſs 
of all Grievances er of by the People the Honour of your Ma 
jeſty, the Support of the Government, and the true Intereſt of you 
Majeſty's Crown and Kingdoms. 


11 


rere 


